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RN Council Updates - October 2021 

A Message from Sherri Kensall, RN Council President 

It has been a long 18 months for those of us in health care, and for nurses in particular we 

have spent the last year and a half working at a level that many of us have never experienced 
before. We have done so short-staffed, with concern and worry for our own health and safety 

as well as the safety of our loved ones, and we do so always with our first principle at top of 

mind – to provide safe, ethical, and competent care. As a frontline RN myself, I know the toll 
that both the pandemic and short staffing have taken on nurses. I’ve felt it and I’ve seen my 
colleagues feel it too. 

BC’s RNs have truly demonstrated exemplary service and professionalism even in the wake of anti-science demonstrations 

earlier this year. You have continued to show up and provide the highest quality of care and at the same time are 
pursuing research, innovative projects, promoting evidence-informed health awareness, educating and mentoring the 

next generation of nurses, and ultimately demonstrating an overall commitment to advancing the nursing profession all 
while juggling the realities of complex, multi-layered patient care. 

NNPBC has been focused on ways that we can help alleviate the burden nurses feel right now. I am pleased to announce 
that all NNPBC members now have unlimited access to health, mental health, and nutrition care services through a 

partnership with Telus Health MyCare. To learn more about accessing this service through NNPBC, please see our 
website. If you have any questions, please contact us at info@nnpbc.com and we would be happy to help. 

We also continue our advocacy work to ensure that the supports nurses need from a systems level perspective are an 
ongoing and primary focus. We know that we need more nurses in leadership roles and that it is imperative we focus on 

nursing staffing and practice in order to optimize the contributions of nurses to systems improvement and transformation, 
and that the nursing voice must be present in discussions related to health and public policy. 

On behalf of the RN Council, I want to take this moment to say thank you to BC’s incredible RNs for your commitment, 
dedication, scientific knowledge, expertise, and care. In so many cases, you have provided the life-saving care that 
people need. I invite each of you to watch this short clip made by our team as a thank you to each of you.  

As always, if you didn’t get a chance to read last month’s RN Council update, you can find it on the RN Portal along with 
links to the RN job board, the issues report form, information about the RN Council, and more. 

Sincerely, 

Sherri Kensall, RN, MSN, C Neph (C), CDE, GNC (C) 

Mental Health and Wellness for Members 

All NNPBC members have unlimited access to virtual health care through the Telus Health MyCare app. 
Access health, mental health, and nutrition care services anywhere, anytime – even evenings and 

weekends. To learn more about the services provided and how to set up your account, please see our 
website. 

Decision Support Tools 

NNPBC in collaboration with multiple stakeholders is completing a review and update of the Registered Nurse Certified 

Practice Decision Support Tools (DST). The steering committee and working groups will ensure that the DSTs continue to 
guide RN certified practice nurses in their assessments, diagnoses and treatments of clinical problems specific to their 

certification to ensure safe, quality care. The goal is to develop a transparent document management process that 
provides certified practice RNs with DSTs that are up to date, evidence-informed, guided by clinical expertise, and 
translate well to practice areas. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/telus-health-mycare/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/telus-health-mycare/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsxHYioZup8
https://www.nnpbc.com/rn-portal/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/telus-health-mycare/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/telus-health-mycare/
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Part of this refresh includes the development of a DST nurse provider submission form that has two purposes. First, to 
offer our nurse providers and opportunity to submit a request for any content changes. Second to offer our nurse 

colleagues and other DST partners an opportunity to provide NNPBC with feedback on the DST documents. Please watch 
our website for details about how to submit feedback.  

Read more about current DSTs on the Decision Support Tools and Competencies page. 

Upcoming Webinars 

For a full listing of upcoming webinars, workshops, and other resources, please see our Education and 

Professional Development page.  

• Clinical Corner: Sinusitis – Nov 19 at 10am 

• Clinical Corner: Tinnitus – Dec 3 at 8am 

• Clinical Corner: Breast Density – Dec 17 at 8am 

2022 NNPBC Membership 

NNPBC knows that nurses have felt the burden of working in the midst of a global pandemic. In an effort to help alleviate 
financial burden on nurses, NNPBC is reducing our annual membership fee for 2022 while we also expand services to 
meet the evolving needs of our members. 

Read more information about 2022 membership fees on our website. 

Policy & Advocacy Resources  

As the professional association representing all nurses in BC, NNPBC is proud to be the link between nurses, 
policymakers, and government. NNPBC provides opportunities for nurses to engage in policy development 

and advocacy around issues that impact the nursing profession and the health and wellbeing of all British 
Columbians. Please check our Position Statements & Policy Discussion page for updates. 

Recent postings: 

• Nursing Leadership 

• 2021/2022 Influenza Season 

• Community Health Centres 

• Understanding Cannabis Use in Older Adults 

• NNPBC Blog: “Hearing Our Voices – Nurse Advocacy in Action” – by Michelle Danda, PhD(c), RN, CPMHN(C), Claire 
Pitcher, MSN, RN(C), and Jessica Key, BSN, RN 

COVID-19 Resources 

NNPBC provides regular updates and information about the COVID-19 pandemic in BC and across Canada. 
Check out our COVID-19 Resources page for more information. 

Recent postings: 

• NNPBC’s Statement on Anti-Science Demonstrations 

• COVID-19 Vaccine Third Doses for Immunocompromised 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/decision-support-tools/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5HgkvGHLTBOnm8YNrhKpjQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iABSv_JBS8Og8itFaJUlcA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0bHsLT6vSLeWoMJ3T2BQlg
https://www.nnpbc.com/membership-fees-2022/
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/position-statements-and-policy-discussion/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IS-Nursing-Leadership.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IB-Influenza-Season-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IB-Influenza-Season-2021-2022.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IB-Community-Health-Centres.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IB-Cannabis-Use-in-Older-Adults.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/hearing-our-voices-nurse-advocacy-in-action/
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/covid-resources/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/NNPBC-Statement-Evidence-Based-Information.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-Third-Doses-for-Immunocompromised.pdf
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• COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters  

• Infographic: Understanding the COVID-19 Delta Variant 

Overdose Crisis Resources 

NNPBC posts regular resources and updates about the Overdose Crisis. Please check our Overdose Crisis Resources page 
regularly for updates. 

Contact Us 

If you have questions or comments, please contact us at info@nnpbc.com. If you need help logging into the website, 
please contact webmaster@nnpbc.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-Vaccine-Boosters.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/Understanding-the-Delta-Variant.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/Understanding-the-Delta-Variant.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/overdose-crisis-resources/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
mailto:webmaster@nnpbc.com

