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An Update on Your Professional Association - September 2020 

#NursingMatters 

Happy Birthday to NNPBC!  

September 11th, 2020 marked the two-year anniversary of NNPBC! We are proud to be the first nursing professional 

association to represent all designations on equal footing at our Board table. We have accomplished much in the last two 

years thanks to our dedicated membership, Board, Councils and staff team. Cheers to the years ahead and we look 
forward to ongoing collaboration! 

BC Provincial Election 2020 

The provincial government we elect on October 24, 2020 will play an important role in shaping BC’s pandemic, opioid 

crisis responses as well as health system policy. Every candidate needs to hear nurses' voices on the issues and 
understand how valuable the nursing perspective is in bringing forward positive, solutions-based approaches to health 
and public policy. Check out our Election Resources. 

Nursing Awards of Excellence 

NNPBC is thrilled that we will have a chance to host the 2020 Nursing Awards of Excellence via a virtual ceremony due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. If you have not yet had the time to nomination your colleague, there is still time! Nominations for 

this year’s awards are still open until October 16th, 2020. To read more about the categories and nominations at this 
year’s virtual ceremony, click here.  

NP Primary Care Clinics 

On September 28 we celebrate the launch of the Health Care on Yates Primary Care Clinic in Victoria BC! We would like 

to acknowledge the hard work of Yates’s Clinical Director, Lynn Guengerich and the NP community in Victoria that were 

of solid support to the Yates team. We would also like to thank and recognize the huge contributions the Health Care on 
Yates Society made that resulted in the successful launch of the clinic as well as their on-going dedication for the success 

of the Yates team and clinic. We are in awe of the team and all the work that contributed to making this clinic a reality. 
Congratulations! 

NNPBC in collaboration with the Province of BC, the local Division of Family Practice and Island Health, is pleased to have 
been partners in this process of conceptualizing and opening another NP primary care clinic with strong community 

support. It has been with the diligence and advocacy of the NP council of NNPBC and the NP Provincial Initiatives team. 
We applaud this approach to team-based care that taps into the expertise of nurse practitioners as primary care 
providers. This clinic is key to ensuring families in Victoria can access timely health-care services. Congratulations!  

To learn more about the Health Care on Yates Clinic please click here. 

COVID-19 Resources 

Nurses have been integral in combatting the COVID-19 pandemic this year by providing safe, compassionate and ethical 
care to patients across the province. We encourage all our members to check this page regularly for updates.  

In case you missed it:   

• Back to School During COVID-19 

• Stigma Against Health Care Professionals During COVID-19 

• COVID-19 and Alcohol Consumption 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/events/2020-bc-provincial-election/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/awards-and-recognition/nursing-awards-of-excellence/
https://www.npclinics.ca/yates/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Back-to-School-During-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Stigmatization-of-HCPs.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-Alcohol-Consumption.pdf
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• COVID-19 Second Wave 

• Immunizations & COVID-19 

Opioid Crisis Resources 

In April of 2016 BC's Public Health Officer declared the opioid crisis a public health emergency. This crisis has claimed 

many lives, and only continues to worsen with the onset of COVID-19. NNPBC supports work in areas including safe 

supply, housing, mental health services, harm reduction and decriminalization. To facilitate conversation and dialogue 
with your nursing colleagues, please see the Opioid Crisis Resources page. This page is open to all nurses, irrespective of 
NNPBC membership, and will allow for ongoing conversations around this important health issue. 

In case you missed it:  

• New public health order to help slow B.C.’s overdose crisis 

• Sherri Kensall, Interim Board Chair speaking about the public health order on the Ryan Price radio show 

• Michael Sandler, Executive Director discusses prescriptive authority on Global News 

• Michael Sandler, Executive Director on Global BC Morning News 

• A letter from Tess Kroeker, RPN Council President 

• A letter from Michael Sandler, Executive Director 

• Safe Supply  

• Peer Support Workers & the Opioid Crisis  

• Links to other resources useful for those who use substances and their support groups 

Policy & Issues 

In addition to our work on both the COVID-19 and Opioid Public Health Emergencies NNPBC has developed additional 
policy statements on a variety of topics.  These include: 

• Respecting LGBTQ2S+ Patients/Clients 

• The Decade for People of African Descent  

• Long-Term Care 

• Mental Health Supports- Please note the feedback request for next steps closed on September 11, 2020. 

Webinars 

Earlier this month, NNPBC members were invited to participate in a series of webinars hosted by Lori Berard, Nurse 

Consultant, Diabetes Management/Clinical Trial Operations. Thank you to Lori for leading this webinar and sharing this 
important information with our members. 

Here’s a list of what’s coming up this month and next:   

• September 30th: Vaccine Series (2 of 3) – Vaccines for the Vulnerable Patient  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IB-COVID-19-Second-Wave.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IS-Immunizations-&-COVID-19.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/opioid-crisis-resources/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020MMHA0051-001754
https://www.nnpbc.com/media/nnpbc-in-the-news/
https://www.nnpbc.com/media/nnpbc-in-the-news/
https://www.nnpbc.com/media/nnpbc-in-the-news/
https://www.nnpbc.com/media/nnpbc-in-the-news/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/IOAD-Letter-Tess-Kroeker.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/IOAD-Letter-Michael-Sandler.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/IB-Safe-Supply.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/opioid/IB-Peer-Support-Workers.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/opioid-crisis-resources/
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IB-Respecting-LGBTQ2S+.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IB-Decade-for-People-of-African-Descent.pdf
https://www.nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/covid/IS-Long-Term-Care.pdf
https://nnpbc.com/pdfs/policy-and-advocacy/issues/IS-Mental-Health-Supports.pdf
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• October 7th: Vaccine Series (3 of 3) – NP and Immunizations in the Era of COVID-19 

• October 20th: Compassion Fatigue during the Opioid Crisis  

• October 29th: Stress and Coping Mechanisms  

View past webinars 

To learn more about these webinar topics and to see new upcoming series, click here or contact kwithers@nnpbc.com.  

Student, new graduate and leadership programs 

As a valued member of NNPBC, all students, new grads and nurses in leadership roles have access to specialized learning 
programs that will support you in your role. These programs are free internally for our members ($400 for non-members) 

and are offered throughout the year via one day guided virtual sessions. We encourage all who are interested to look at 
some of the offerings! Learn more. 

Here’s a list of what’s coming up in October: 

• October 19th: New Graduate Course – Managing your role in practice 

This full-day course welcomes new nursing graduates from all designations to learn more about resume writing and 
interviewing, managing transition shock and working with numerous patients with complex conditions and comorbidities.  

Decision Support Tools & Competencies 

Earlier this year, NNPBC began hosting the DSTs (Decision Support Tools) on our website. NNPBC welcomes feedback on 
the DSTs. If you have comments, please email Kim Withers at kwithers@nnpbc.com. 

Membership Perks! 

NNPBC is proud to offer our members exclusive access to various discounted products and services including theatre, 
hotels, attractions, movies, shopping, travel and much more, to all members through our new discount partner 

Perkopolis. A lot of these deals also apply to online products, so you can still get your perks while physically distancing at 

home. We also offer deals and discounts on personal travel through our partners at Flight Centre, who can help to 
arrange your trip plans when we’re all able to travel more freely again.  

We’re also proud to announce our newest partnership with Pela Products. Learn more. 

NNPBC Ambassador Program 

An NNPBC Ambassador is any current or former nurse or nursing student of any designation who wants to act as a 

communications link between NNPBC and your worksite, school and/or community. If you’re a nurse with a passion for 
promoting the role of the professional association, a retired nurse looking to remain connected to the profession, or a 
student nurse with a passion for advocacy, then this is the program for you! Join us! 

Speaking Request Form 

NNPBC welcomes the opportunity to engage with our members! If you’d like to set up a time for a representative to come 
and speak to a group or class (by video link for now!), please let us know by going to this page. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/webinars-public/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/webinars/
mailto:kwithers@nnpbc.com
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/professional-development/other-learning-opportunities/
https://www.nnpbc.com/education/decision-support-tools/
mailto:kwithers@nnpbc.com
https://nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/perks-for-members/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/ambassador-program/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/ambassador-program/
https://www.nnpbc.com/programs-and-services/speaking-request-form/
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Issues Report Form 

NNPBC believes nurses have a very good sense of the issues that impact the health and well-being of British Columbians 

and we want to hear about the things that are impacting you and the individuals you care for. Learn more and tell us 

what issues impact health and wellness in your region. As we receive issues the NNPBC staff will review them and ensure 
that our Councils and Board are looped into the process by way of regular emerging issues meetings. 

Rural and First Nations Summit 

In June 2020, NNPBC participated in a collaborative summit that was jointly hosted by the Rural Coordination Centre of 

BC (RCCbc) and the First Nations Health Authority (FNHA). This two-day summit focused on topics such as team-based 
care, creating culturally safe forms of primary care, and providing easier ways for members of rural and remote 
communities to access healthcare via virtual and transportation systems. To read the summary report, click here.  

Year of the Nurse & Midwife – International Council of Nurses 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared 2020 the Year of the Nurse & Midwife. As the health professionals 
who are closest to the community, nurses have an important role in developing new models of community-based care 

and in supporting local efforts to promote health and prevent disease. In response to the WHO declaration, the 

International Council of Nurses (ICN) is ramping up the Nursing Now campaign, which represents the largest international 
campaign to advance nursing practice globally in the history of our profession. 

We are pleased to profile just some BC’s fantastic nurses and midwives during this ‘Year of the Nurse & Midwife’. Check 
out some of our profiles and suggest a member for inclusion today by emailing us at info@nnpbc.com. 

The BC College of Nurses and Midwives 

In case you are unaware, on September 1st, 2020, the BC College of Nursing Professionals (BCCNP) amalgamated with 
the College of Midwives of BC (CMBC) to form the new BC College of Nurses and Midwives (BCCNM). This new college 
regulates all nursing designations as well as midwives in the province. Read more.  

NNPBC Staff Profiles 

NNPBC is fortunate to have an excellent staff team, each of whom bring different expertise to our table. We are a small, 

but mighty team. In order to give our members a chance to meet them each month we’ll profile one staffer. This month, 
we’re proud to introduce you to Mike Harrison, Manager, Graphics/Web & IM/IT.  

Mike is the graphics, website and IT guru for the Association. He is responsible for all of the back-end work that goes into 

making the website not only aesthetically engaging to look at, but also functional and easy to use. Mike brings a good 

sense of humor to our staff meetings, and he can always be counted on to have a methodical and level-headed approach 
to queries and issues.   

Connect with us online! 

NNPBC has a robust social media presence and we look forward to engaging and connecting with each and every one of 

you on these platforms. Find us on these platforms: Twitter at @NNP_BC , Facebook at Nurses & Nurse Practitioners of 
BC , Instagram at nnp_bc and LinkedIn at Nurses and Nurse Practitioners of BC NNPBC.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV2fxsTE2VvUaTbmN9MN2wA
https://www.nnpbc.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC
https://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://twitter.com/NNP_BC
https://www.flickr.com/photos/157646358@N03/albums
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/nnpbc-nursing-issues-report-form/
https://rccbc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/BC-Rural-and-First-Nations-Health-and-Wellness-Summit-Summary-Report.pdf
https://www.who.int/
https://www.icn.ch/news/2020-year-nurse-celebrating-nursing-and-midwifery-endorsed-who-executive-board
https://www.icn.ch/news/2020-year-nurse-celebrating-nursing-and-midwifery-endorsed-who-executive-board
https://www.icn.ch/what-we-do/campaigns/nursing-now
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/nursing-now-2020/
https://www.nnpbc.com/policy-and-advocacy/nursing-now-2020/
mailto:info@nnpbc.com
https://www.bccnp.ca/bccnp/bccnm/Pages/Default.aspx
https://twitter.com/nnp_bc
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC/
https://www.facebook.com/NNPBC/
http://www.instagram.com/nnp_bc/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nurses-and-nurse-practitioners-of-bc-nnpbc-5930b11b3/?originalSubdomain=ca

