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On April 24 2019, BC’s provincial officer of health Dr.
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Bonnie Henry released a 50-page report4 calling for the
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As nurses, we support the immediate decriminalization

government to take immediate steps to move toward

of people who use drugs in B.C. This is a critical way
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forward to address the overdose crisis and to promote
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to care and support, reduce stigma and discrimination,
improve health and socioeconomic outcomes, and
work toward a more just and compassionate society.
As such, we strongly encourage the B.C. government
to develop a new model that focuses on linkages to
health care and social services. This model should use
already existing opportunities within Provincial Policing
Regulation to redirect police resources away from the
criminal enforcement of simple drug possession, and
toward community-based and evidence-based health
and social programs. We do not support the use of
administrative penalties as a replacement to criminal

The Nurses and Nurse Practitioners of British
Columbia (NNPBC) is a professional association that
represents registered nurses, licensed practical nurses,
nurse practitioners, and registered psychiatric nurses in
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Canadian national organization with a mission to advance
harm reduction nursing through practice, education,
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charges. Administrative fees will add to harms and
continue criminalization and do little to no good in
reducing harms described above.
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